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SES LIBRARY QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 
HOW TO REVIEW CASE STUDIES 

 
This Quick Reference Guide is intended to familiarize the reader with the information contained within 
individual case studies listed on the CASES tab of the SES Library Cases page.   
 
Before getting started, please first make sure that you are logged in to the SES Library by signing in under 
the appropriate login link in the top right corner of any of the SES Library’s web pages, otherwise website 
functionality may be limited.   
 
To REVIEW a case study, simply click on the case name, e.g., case number 2: Lobster fishing, Mount 
Desert Island, Maine. This will bring up the case study’s main screen. The section immediately under the 
case study title contains general information on the case study:   
 

 
  

 
Information on CPR 
resource and location. 

 

Brief case summary 
including information 
on case updates. 
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Below the general information section area are the following links and information: 

 
 
 
In general, users of the SES Library can glean information about individual case studies via three 
mechanisms:  

1. Original case study:  The primary case study by the original author, as well as any follow up 
analyses will be listed, and are accessible for review and download, under the bibliography link.   

2. Institutional analysis:  A more in-depth written analysis of the static and dynamic elements 
within the SES. 

3. System representation:  A general visual overview of the elements and interactions within the 
SES. 

 
When clicked, the Bibliography link opens up to display the literature most cited within the SES analysis 
of the selected case study.  Clicking on the number next to the cited literature will take you to the citations 
page for this reference.   
 

 
  

 
 
Click on these links to obtain more details on the main literature 
cited, to download an institutional analysis, to review system 
representations, and to review information/data on quantitative 
models and/or experiments related to this case study.   

Contact information for 
researchers involved in 
the case analysis.   
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Clicking on the Institutional Analysis link opens a pdf-file containing a detailed written analysis of the 
static and dynamic conditions within the SES based on the IAD and Robustness frameworks: 

 

 

Part 1 of the Institutional Analysis describes the static condition of the resource following the more 
general Coupled Infrastructure Systems framework detailed in Anderies (2014).  Utilizing the IAD 
Framework and elements of the Robustness Framework (Anderies, Janssen, & Ostrom, 2004; Ostrom, 
2005), Part 1 also discusses the key static features of the system that generate the commons dilemma, the 
biophysical context (natural and hard human-made infrastructures) within the SES, as well as the 
attributes of the community consisting of the “web of relationships among agents that allow them to 
connect to each other and exchange material and information” (social infrastructure) and the “capacity of 
individual agents to process information and make effort allocation decisions” (human infrastructure) 
(Anderies, 2014).  Part I also unpacks the rules-in-use (soft human infrastructure) (Ostrom, 2005, 2011) 
and interactions in the SES.  This is accomplished by examining in detail links 1 through 8 and the given 
relationships and impacts to the individual elements within the Robustness framework, i.e., the resource, 
the resource users, the public infrastructure providers, and the public infrastructure (hard/physical and 
soft/rules/regulations/norms).   

The dynamic elements of the Robustness Framework (Anderies, 2014; Anderies & Janssen, 2013) are 
further utilized in Part 2 of the Institutional Analysis which focuses on the capacities and vulnerabilities 
of the SES by examining exogenous shocks to the system and the impacts of those on the individual SES 

Clicking this link will open the 
document in a new window 
from where it can be viewed, 
downloaded, or printed.   
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elements (i.e., resource, resource users, public infrastructure providers, and public infrastructure) and the 
relationships among those elements.  In cases with a more longitudinal analysis, such as the Mount Desert 
Island Lobster Fishery, Part 2 is also the area in which an update on the contemporary commons dilemma 
is provided.   

The System Representations link shows the schematic SES representation(s) for a given case which 
consists of a visual analysis of the static and dynamic conditions within the SES based on the IAD and 
Robustness frameworks: 

 

 

Here, a visual depiction of the positions (ovals) and infrastructure (boxes) within the SES is provided.  
The arrows represent actions/relationships between the individual elements, as well as exogenous shocks 
to the SES (arrows 7 and 8).  The system representation is a simplified visual depiction of the static and 
dynamic interactions with the SES.  More detailed information on these connections and relationships can 
be found in the institutional analysis.   

Clicking on the Quantitative Models link will allow you to connect with any quantitative models utilized 
in the SES analysis of the selected case study: 

 

 

  

Moving the mouse over any of the 
elements within the System 
Representation will bring up more 
information on the dynamic or static 
elements of the SES, e.g., in this instance, 
information on the public infrastructure of 
the SES.   

Note: there is more than one system 
representation for this particular SES.  
Click on the NEXT button to see more…   

This case utilized the Pumpa Irrigation System model 
in its analysis. Clicking on the link will take you 
directly to the model. Here is a brief description of 
the model. 
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The first 86 cases listed in the SES Library were coded by Schlager and Tan in the 1980s under the 
guidance of Elinor Ostrom.  These case studies also contain a link to the “Institutional Analysis from the 
CPR database” which will direct the user to the original coding database: 

 

 

  

Clicking on this link will take you directly to the 
original CPR case and access to the 1980s coding 
data/CPR analysis. (For more information on the 
CPR database, please review the related Quick 
Reference Guide and video tutorial). 
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